My experience in youth work in the assemblies of God, Florida and Georgia in 1969-1971, 1971 by James, Gary F. (Author)
PROJECT ESSAY
MY EXPERIENCE IN YOUTH WORK IN THE ASSEMBLIES OF OOD;
)ll
FLORIDA AND GEORGIA IN 1969-1971 ,
Submitted in Partial Requirement














Professor, Department, Christian Education






I. INTRODUCING THE ASSEMBLIES OF COD 1
A, Summation of the Origin of the
Movement2
B, Summation of the Tenets of Faith
of the Movement 6
II. THE ADOLESCENT 10
A, Identification of the Adolescent...... 10
B. Characteristics of the Adolescent 13
PART TWO; EXPERIENC:ES IN TEACHINGIII.THE MAJOR EDUCATIONAL PR0C3RAM FOR THE
ADOLESCENTS IN THE ASSEMBLIES OF C50D 25
A. Objectives............................ 25
B. Curriculum.......... 27
C. Teaching Experiments 28
PART THREE; EXPERIENCES IN ADMINISTRATION
IV. PHILOSOPHICAL PERSPECTIVE 34
A. Youth Director................ 34
V
B, Group Procedures 36V.IMPLEMENTATION OF GROUP ORGANIZATIONS 39
A. YouthCouncil.. 39
B. YouthChoir.• 43
C. Youth Club 46
PART FOUR; RECOMMENDATIONSVI.YOUTH INVOLVEMENT PROGRA^S 50
A. Youth Representative 50
B. Recorded Message...................... 52
C. Youth Ranch 53
D. Public School Bible Club....... 55VII.COUNSELING YOUTH 57
A. Counseling Techniques. 57
B. An Introduction to Teen Problems In
or Associated with the Assemblies
of God................................ 61
PART FIVE; CONCLUSION
VII. EXPECTATIONS OF THE RESULTS IF THE





The author’s Project Essay has been written in meeting
the final requirements for the Master’s degree in Religious’
Education. His basic objectives for the writing of the
Essay were:
1. To propose new programs for national attention
and/act as suggestions for local churches.
2. To give information to youth leaders as resource
material and ideas for executing the materials.
3. To introduce the reader with the youth of the
churches and to remind the reader of the problems faced
by the youth in the 1970’s and to give suggestions to
answers where possible.
4. To allow the youth leader to gain some bit of infor¬
mation to make his youth program better in order that young
people may grow closer to God and in order that others
may desire to come to the Assemblies of God and stay.
5. To develop an awakening of the need for properly
qualified leaders to work with the youth of the Assemblies
of God.
Mr. James employed four basic research methods. They
were:
iii
1, Personal interviews of pastors, educators,
psychologists, lay leaders, and youth.
2, Library research utilizing the facilities of more
than five libraries.
3, Questionnaires given to young people.
4, Personal experience of seven years of working
in a supervisory position in charge of a youth department.
It would be literally impossible to mention everyone
who aided the writer in this work. He extends his grati¬
tude to all who did take the time and trouble to talk to
him concerning much of the contents in this Essay,
A special thanks is to be given to Mrs. Shantilata Yohan
and Dr. Josephus R, Coan, both of whom worked very closely
with him in the supervision of the author's gathering of his
information during his Field Education experience.
Finally, the author's appreciation to the hundreds of
young people who gave of themselves to help him, not only in
this pap)er, but to be able to continue his ministry with






INTRODUCING THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
A. Summation of the Origin of the Movement
In order to understand and fully appreciate the
Pentecostal ministry with youth we must deviate from the
young persons themselves and turn our attention to the
church attempting to influence them.
The official name for this evangelical branch of
Christianity is: The General Council of the Assemblies
of God, Inc.^ It asserts to be a body of Christians who
advocate a return to the 'Apostolic* teachings.
The new Glossolia movement can be traced historically:
Following the Civil War the churches seemed to grow in
membership. Although increasing numerically the spiritual
welfare of the people suffered. Charles Darwin's
Origin of Species and The Descent of Man created a challenge
between the old traditional views of creation and modern
(1800's) scientific theories. Congregations were split over
the controversy created by these publications. Criticisms of
^J. Foy Johnson, 1970 Yearbook and Directory (Lakeland;
Peninsular Florida Assemblies of God, 1970), p. 1.
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that which was considered sacred came rapidly and fiercely,
•Scholars' challenged the authority of the Scriptures, the
very heart of the faith of the people. Soon churches began
to desire new and socially accepted forms of worship,
•Mourning benches' were replaced; the more liturgical hymns
replaced the faster emotional songs. In a few words, the
church had lost its evangelistic fervor and its thrust, ^
There were members of many congregations who counter¬
acted this 'modern' movement by desiring to ascertain "God's
thought for the closing of the Church Age,"^ In view of this,
one of the favorite topics of many Bible conferences was the
promise that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all flesh
4
in the last days. It is in this setting that the Fundamentalist
preacher was born. One such a.man was Charles Fox Parham,
Charles Parham was a self-made preacher. His goal was
to be an effective minister for Jesus Christ, Yet Parham
realized that to preach the Gospel with any effectiveness to
the people, he must have something more than pure oratorical
ability, Parham wanted .'to be empowered by the Spirit of God,
Mr, Parham founded a Bible School in Topeka, Kansas in October
of 1900, This was developed for those individuals who wanted
to come and study the Word of God and dra>w closer to Him, The
2
John T, Nichol, Pentecostalism (New York: Harper & Row,
Publishers, 1966), pp, 25-26,
^Ibid,
^Acts 2;16 ff, (R,S,V,)
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school was operated as a 'faith-school'. Each pupil supplied
what he could and God supplied the rest.
After months of seeking for a 'deeper' emotional
involvement with God, a spiritual breakthrough finally
occurred. On New Year's Eve in 1900, the Holy Spirit came
upon a member of the school. Miss Ozman began to speak in
tongues after having Parham lay his hands on her head to pray
for her. The excitement that followed in the Bible School
can only be imagined. Classes were cancelled; prayer meetings
with unequaled ferver prevailed during the month of January.
The entire student body wanted this experience of being
baptized in the Holy Spirit,
After Parham's experience with the Holy Spirit, he
felt that this would insure instant success for him. It did
not and, in fact, there were many unsuccessful crusades
before God seemed to allow him to see results. The Spirit-
filled minister went to Texas after a blessed effort in
Galena, Arkansas. It is from the Texas efforts that the
South received the Pentecostal message. It is also from the
Texas struggles that many other ministers were influenced,
thus, spreading the doctrine elsewhere. It was from Houston,
Texas and the Bible Conference held at that city that Charles
Parham influenced a Negro preacher, William J. Seymour,
Seymour eventually found his way to Los Angelos, here,
he acquired the Apostolic Faith Gospel Mission on Azusa Street.
5
This abandoned wood-framed structure became the birthplace
of the largest Pentecostal denomination: The Assemblies
of God,
For a time the people were not interested in labeling
themselves with a denominational tag. At this particular
time in the church’s history the people believed to be tagged
with a denominatioanl name was an unnecessary evil. It was
from the formality that they were seeking to escape and they
thought this 'name-sticking' was part of the formality. The
people in 1906 were 'Pentecostals' (not the denomination,
rather, the experience). But, this did not last. Factions
set in and in time the congregation's unity was marred by
several cliques,^
In the year 1914 a General Council was called. This
gave an opportunity to the various scattered congregations
to unite into one fellowship. Convening at Hot Springs,
Arkansas the approximate three hundred ministers and laymen
celebrated the birthday of the movement known as the Assemblies
of God,^
From this meeting came the impetus of a holiness move¬
ment evangelistically energized for God. Spiritual farmers
sowed the spiritual seeds of the pentecostal message. The
'whole gospel' was soon being preached and received in the
^Ibid.. pp, 27-36,
^, Introducing the Assemblies of God (Springfield,
Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 1965), p, 1.
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North, South, East and West, The message has since spread
7
world-wide,
A concise history and yet a book that is an enjoyable
experience to read is Carl Brumback's Suddenly From Heaven,
It is worth the time invested in reading the book. It goes
into more detail than time or space will permit in such a
project as this,
B, Summation of the Tenets of F?ith of the Movement
The Scriptures Inspired,—The original documents were
inspired by God, Although humans wrote the manuscripts, God
saw that what He wanted to proclaim was written, "The
Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, are verbally inspired
of God and are the revelation of God to man, the infallible,
0
authoritative rule of faith and conduct,"
The One True God,—There is only one Supreme Being,
The God portrayed in the Scriptures is seen as a holy Trinity,
This is a divine mystery incomprehensible to mortal man. He
is self-existent, omnipresent, omnipotent and omniscient.
The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ,--Jesus Christ the
Lord is the eternal Son of God, The Scriptures teach:
His pre-existnece in the God-head
His virgin birth
His sinless life
^Carl Brumback, Suddenly From Heaven (Springfield,
Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 1961), pp. 241-281,
8
P. C, Nelson, Bible Doctrines (Springfield, Missouri;
Gospel Publishing House, 1962), pp, 12-18,
7
His miracles
His substitutionary work on the cross
His bodily resurrection from the dead
His exaltation to the right hand of God^
The Fall of Man.--Man was created good and moral.
"...for God said, »Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness.' However, man by voluntary transgression fell and
thereby incurred not only physical death, but also spiritual
10
death," which is eternal separation from God.
The Salvation of Man.--Man's only hope of redemption is
through the blood that was shed at Golgotha by Jesus Christ
the Son of God. Salvation is received only through re-
p>entance to God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. By being
regenerated and renewed by the Holy Ghost and being justified
by grace through faith, man becomes an heir of God according
to the hope of eternal life.
"The inward evidence of salvation is the direct witness
of the Spirit. The outward evidence to all men is a life of
righteousness and true holiness.
The Ordinances of the Church.—There are two ordinances
of the Assemblies of God. The first is baptism in water.
The sacrament of baptism by immersion is taught in the Bible.
"All who repent and believe on Christ as Saviour and Lord are







have been raised with Him to walk in newness of life,"^^
The second ordinance is Holy Communion. The Lord’s
Supper, which consists of the elements»bread and wine, is
a symbol portraying our sharing "the divine nature of our Lord
Jesus Christ; a memorial of His suffering and death; and a
prophecy of His Second Coming; and is enjoined on all believers
•till He comes.
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit.—This seventh statement
of faith separates the Assemblies of God from many other
holiness movements. The baptism in the Holy Ghost is described
as an overflowing of the presence of God’s Holy Spirit.
"Pentecostals have always equated the impartation of the Holy
Spirit with the reception of power, a dynamic to assist them
to witness more effectively. They never considered it to be
a superfluous mystical experience that was given to titillate
14
the seeker." The evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit
is the physcial evidence of the seeker speaking in tongues,
Divine Healing.--Divine healing is a very integral part
in the death of Christ. The Assemblies of God believes that
in addition to our salvation, healing for our bodies is also
included in the crucfixion of the Son of God, This does not




Nichol, op. cit.. p. 29,
J5
Nelson, op. cit.. pp. 71-93,
9
if one so desires. Our movement does not condemn the field
of medicine and should not be mistaken for other Pentecostal
groups that may condemn doctors. We feel that God has put
this scientific knowledge in mankind for man's betterment.
Litera1 Second Return of Christ.--The Scriptures teach
that Christ is coming back in the same manner in which He
departed; there are numerous indications that this return is
imminent.The Assemblies of God believes that this doctrine
should be reflective in one's daily life. This doctrine puts
a grave responsibility on Christendom to evangelize the non-
Christian world wherever it is to be found.
There are, of course, other beliefs that are too
numerous to list in this synopsis. The key to understanding
the Assemblies of God is to realize that, although their
methods change, their message is the same. They believe
that their particular beliefs are extremely important in
salvation. It might be said of them that they do not seek
to save the wotld, but rather they want to save the individuals
17
from a world that is getting progressively worse.
^^Ibid.. pp. 119-141,
17
Nichol, op. cit.. p. 66
CHAPTER II
THE ADOLESCENT
A . Identification of the Adolescent
When people speak of youth, they are referring to that
group of human beings between the ages of twelve and twenty-
one. Young people are often thought of as being another
society altogether. Adults try to discount the youth as
children; while the young person tries to ignore the dominating
adult. In The Youth Years. William H. R. Willkens does a
magnificent job in differentiating the variety that can be
seen in close perspective when viewing the teen-ager.
In 1960 the census revealed that the population of
young people between the ages of 12-19 ranks in the thirty
millions. This number has increased in the past eleven years.
These millions of teenagers are all different.
Young people of the same age can be put in a single line,
side by side, and can be so radically diverse in appearance
it is difficult to believe that the youth are in the same
age bracket. One youngster of a certain age scale may
be several inches smaller than another youngster of the
same age and of the same sex. Looks are different, personalities
10
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are different, likes and dislikes are different. They react
differently to similar circumstances.^ Young people should
be treated as individuals. Too often, leaders have made the
mistake of making collective judgements concerning the young
people. They are all different and there are no two exactly
alike.
Young people live in different settings.. Youth live
in rural areas and urban areas. Each of these areas have
peculiar problems.
There are problems in the educational systems. The
school that some young people attend are of a nature that
care can be shown for the individual, the young person is
given self-respect. The other extreme is the school that is
so overcrowded that neither teachers nor students enjoy
attending. Young people are herded as cattle to their classes.
They are taught by teachers who never have an opportunity
to meet the youth as individuals. This type of school leaves
the impression on the young person that society is so arranged
as to mass produce everything.
Problems are present in the church. Since this paper
is primarily concerned with the Church's ministry with youth,
we will see even more difficulties in the two extremes. . .
rural and urban.
^William H.R. Willkens, The Youth Years (Valley Forge:
The Judson Press, 1967), pp. 15-16.
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The rural church has the advantage of being small enough
for meaningful relationships to develop among -^he members of
the congregation. Usually all ages from children to adults
are used in the dispensation of responsibilities. Often
this is out of necessity rather than desire.
The factor of size brings us to the negative aspiect
of the rural community church. There is a set number of mem¬
bers. The small rural church does not and can not grow as
fast as the city church due to its location in the country.
Most of its members are land owners in the immediate area
and work their farms for the largest portion of their lives.
More often than not the number of qualified workers is limited
in these smaller rural churches if they are there at all.
The rural church is changing fast. It is no longer
isolated from the urban society. Television and radio have
aided in this 'anti-isolationism*. Laws requiring mandatory
school attendance have increased the intellectual level of
the rural church. Modern machinery and scientific devices
have made the country church an up-to-date church. Of course,
as in all things, there are exceptions.
Still another major handicap to the rural church as far
as the young people are concerned is the fact that there is
very little opportunity for meeting other young people.
This creates something of a crises in the lives of gregarious
youth, and may lead to the youth's dropping from the established
13
rural church to seek peer fellowship in other locations.
This helps to account for teen dropouts in rural churches.
"Teachers in these situations carry a greater share of
responsibility than in larger churches, because so much of
2what happens depends upon their own skill and creativity."
The city counterpart to a rural youth is a living
antithesis of the rural young person. The principle reason
for this difference is due to the opportunities for inter¬
personal relationships. There are more people with whom the
youth can come in contact. The chances for communications
and a larger number of friends are increased. This is also
true in the context of the church school.
A large church is not without its problems. There are
the problems of the economical status of young people, race
3
issues, inner city dwellers, and so forth.
B. Characteristics of the Adolescent
Psycholoqica1 Development; Menta1 Developmen t.—The
brain and other neural developments have almost reached
maturity by early adolescence. Experience in using these
facilities are, however, very insufficient to allow the
young person to fully use the mental powers. In early





and enjoy the challenges of education. For the most part
their attention span has been lengthened in comparison with
that of childhood. The youth are able to work harder and
expect their leaders and teachers to depend on them more.
Young people have the ability to return to work quickly after
ja distraction.
Early adolescents have a vivid imagination. Unlike
children, early teenagers have the ability to distinguish
reality from fantasy. Abstract thinking is made possible.
The youth are able to capture ideas, concepts, spiritual and
religious' truths. Due to this 'mental awakening', these
young teens do not appreciate rote memorization, but rather
aijoy problem-solving techniques.
The twelve to fourteen year olds want to help in the
planning of their own programs. Their mind is able to dis¬
tinguish historical events in correct chronological order.
Good study habits should be encouraged at this point.
Study is becoming important in their school life. According
to studies the universal habit of playing the radio or
record player is an aid to the learning process in that it
forces concentration on the material and offers the teen
4
a sense of companionship.
Middle adolescents are limited only by a lack of
experience as they have achieved brain maturity. The young
4
Willkens, o£. cit.. pp. 56-59.
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person of this grouping is quite proficient in abstract
thinking. He is capable and desirous of understanding and
practicing abstract qualities of personality and personal
responsibilities to others. By the process of abstract
thinking, reasoning powers are sharpened. Young people
enjoy debating and dicussing issues.
Young people are thinking about their future with special
concerns in the field of future education, vocation, and a
life mate.^
When a teen enters the period of late adolescence he
has reached the peak of mental ability and continues there
into early adulthood. Young people in institutes of higher
learning are mentally capable of handling the strenuous de¬
mands placed on them. Late adolescents are able to involve
themselves in critical judgment due partially to the high
mental ability and the larger experience circle that they have
involved themselves in.
Usually, late teens and early adults are fairly stable
in their planning and are, for the most part, capable of
6
independent action.
Sociological Development.—The junior high pupil has
a need for a sense of belonging to a group. He has a




worshipper. This young person wants, on one hand, to be grown
up and yet remain dependent on adult authority.
It is interesting to note that while a teenager will
try to gain attention by teasing he is also willing to work
hard in the many activities before him in order to be
recognized. He has an insatiable desire for acceptance by
other people while at the same time remaining a discipline
problem.
One of the strongest pressures on a young person in
early adolescence is conformity to what the group that he is
associated with is doing, saying, thinking, wearing, and so
forth
Although maturing in many respects the middle adolescent
is still dominated by conformity to peer pressures. One might
say that the peer group is the final authority in practically
all matters but the utmost personal matters, 'Gang’ relations
give way to heterosexual activities and clubs. It is said
that many of the friendships developed in this age group are
of life long stature. Boys for the most part have a larger
circle of friends while girls of this age category seem to
be more selective in the choosing of their friends.
Dating is a strong factor in this age bracket. The
practice of 'going steady' should not cause alarm to the adult
7
Majorie Elaine Soderholm, Understanding the Pupil
(Grand Rapids; Baker Book House, 1957), p, 35,
®Willkens, op. cit „ pp. 84-87.
17
generation as it does not have the same connotation as it
once had. Today, it is a mere promise that the couple will
gnot date anyone else while dating each other.
The key word for the late adolescence age group is
'freedom*, Although the late teen is usually pretty much
free from parental domination, the friction caused in gaining
the freedom is less acute than in his earlier attempts.
Adolescents in this period desire congenial relations with
their parents. It is during this time that personal respon¬
sibility is taking on new meaning.
During this period of time, dating takes on new
significance. Dating now is done more carefully with the
motive of deciding whether or not the date is fit for one's
mate. Selection of dates is important, thus making regular
dating for the late adolescent an accepted practice.
Late adolescents do not have any unified front, as such,
as clubs or gangs as did the younger teens. The diversi¬
fication of jobs, schooling and homes makes unification more
difficult. "The crowds and gangs of earlier periods
10
disintegrate,"
Bioloqica1 Development! Physical Development.--The





1, The body growth is rapid.
2, The girls spurt ahead and remain a year or two
ahead of the boys in development,
3, The rate of growth varies in any given group.
4, The bone structure is fairly consistent during
this period as ossification of the bones becomes an important
process.
5, The bones and ligaments are not fully developed as
yet and cannot tolerate unusual extreme pressure.
6, The period of early adolescence is often the period
of embarrassing awkwardness when coordination is developing.
7, The early adolescent increases in weight.
8, The body contours are changed somewhat.
9, The health is usually good. Minor illnesses may
be common but teens recuperate quickly.10.The adolescents "tire easily and often rather
suddenly. Most young people need about nine hours" of
sleep although very often they will try to get by with less.
Due to the rapid growth of the body continuing into
middle adolescence there is a fairly complete "change in
12
appearance from the childhood body". Body proportions and
contours develop. There is a definite maturing process.
Girls reach their adult height approximately by their
sixteenth year. Boys continue into the late adolescence
period.
Unlike the junior high children, physical awkwardness
is no longer as serious a problem for the majority of young




people at this age. Dexterity has been improved greatly.
The arm and leg muscles are very well coordinated. The
awkwardness displayed in middle adolescence is usually not
physical as much as it is self-consciousness concerning
the opposite sex.
Problems relative to the function of the sweat and
oil glands that begun in -^he- early adolescence period are
present in this division of the age grouping. Skin eruptions
are still a major problem whereas perspiration concern is not
likely to be so acute—especially among boys.
It is interesting to know that the general health of
a young person during the middle adolescence period is very
I
good. Aside from accidents the period between fifteen and
twenty-four years of age contains the lowest mortality rate.
Energy production at this age level is very high. Many
adolescents are still not careful in the food that they eat
nor in personal hygiene. The appetite is still larger
than the adult level but has gotten smaller than that of
the early teen.
Posture improvement is slow during this p>eriod and like
early adolescents sometimes outside encouragement is needed.
Despite their desire for late hours many young people need
as much as ten hours of sleep, Oftei% due to outside respon¬
sibilities and peer pressures this is not feasible. It is
not at all unnatural for a young person to sleep late on a
non-school day occasionally. "Parents who prevent occasional
20
late sleeping should become aware that they may seriously
endanger the health of their children.
By late adolescence girls have completed their growth
pattern. Actually it is completed in the middle adolescence
period for girls. Boys usually have obtained adult stature
by the time they reach the age of twenty. The level of phy¬
sical maturity for both of the sexes is very similar. During
late adolescence physical coordination reaches its peak.
As mentioned earlier physical health is at its peak
during this time. This age group has more "sustained and
stable outputs of energy", due to this, they can exist on
14
less sleep.
Biological Development; Sexual Development.--Since
sexual development does not follow any set course or pattern
in age group divisions, sexual development will be treated
at this point. It is, of course, realized that this is of
survey nature. Sexual maturation begins and ends over a wide
period of age span and, again, it is an individual consider¬
ation.
Puberty is the beginning of actual sexual maturation
although there is some sexual development before this.
Puberty begins among girls when they experience their first
period of menstruation. It is more difficult to:say when the
^^ibid.
14
’ Ibj^., p. 47.
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onset of puberty occurs in fellows, although most authorities
seemagrieed that the first semenal emission, either by mastur¬
bation or as nocturnal emission, and the appearance of pubic
hair mark the onset of puberty for boys.
"Sexual feelings are more active and more intense in
boys than girls, whether awake or asleep.Sex does play
an important part in teen lives. Young people are able to
function sexually before their sex organs reach adult size.
Both male and female organs reach their adult size about the
age of twenty.
Sexual maturity can be measured also by the secondary
sex characteristics. Among these are "the growth of pubic
hair, underarm and body hair, lowering of the voice, changing
of the body contours, increase in perspiration and eruption
of the second molars."^^
Theological Development.—The spiritual area of teen
growth must not be neglected.
"There is one fundamental point that must be
stressed. We must learn to express the Christian
message in terms that are the terms of experience,
without being false either to the experience of
the young people or to the richness and clarity of
experience in the Chruch or the Bible. In short...




^^Jacques Audinet, Forming the Faith of Adolescents
(New York: Herder and Herder, 1968), p. 80.
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Young teens have the ability for abstract thought.
This means that they can understand many of the spiritual
principles declared in the Bible, Young teenagers do have
a very keen consciences but lack moral judgment.
There are many teens that do have very sound intellectual
doubts concerning the Christian faith while still others are
beginning to exercise their 'mental muscles', "The great¬
ness and the grace of God are great themes for junior high
young people. They need to discover that the believer's
TO
relationship to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is personal."
The middle adolescent wants a practical religion--one
he can use in everyday life. The teenager is definitely ready
for salvation. The teacher of the church's high school class
must remember that some are not Christians; while others are.
Young people have a great desire to serve others. This age
group seeks an ideal an even though this is found in Christen-
19
dom they are having very conflicting religious doubts.
It is in late adolescence that the young person is
assailed with religious doubt. Much of this doubt is caused
by attending colleges where, that which the young person
has been taught, is up for ridicule by professors who have
very little or nothing to put in its place. Young adults are
18
Roy B, Zuck, Youth and the Church (Chicago: Moody
Press, 1968), pp, 105-108.
^^Soderholm, op. cit.. pp. 62-63.
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asking "penetrating questions about Christianity, about life
. . 20
as It IS and as it should be,"
"The thirteen years of adolescence from ages
12 through 24—are a comparatively small {portion of
the 71-year life expectancy of the average Ameri¬
can, A number of surveys verify the fact that most
Christians accepted Christ as Savior during or be¬
fore their teen years,"
•'Lionel A, Hunt gives these statistics on
conversion in the United States:
1 percent converted when under 4 years old
85 percent converted between ages 4 and 15
10 percent converted between ages 15 and 30
4 percent converted when over 30 years old"
"George W, Truett took a census of more than
1,200 men and found that: 3 were converted when
over 45 years of age, 13 were converted between
the ages of 4-45, less than 30 were converted when
over 30 years of age and 1,100 were converted when
under 21,"
"A survey of 5,000 Christian students in six
Christian schools revealed the interesting facts
that 'the junior-age children from Christian homes
and the high-school-age youngsters from non-Christian
homes respond more readily to the Gospel than any
other age group' and that 'one-half of those from
non-Christian homes found Christ during the short
and stormy period, ages 12 to 17, with 16 as a
peak,"^^
It is with the characteristics of young people in mind
that the church must plan its program for youth. The pro¬
gram must be educational, recreational and spiritual.
Gilbert Beers, How To Teach Youth and Adults
(Elgin, Illinois: David C, Cook Publishing Co,, 1964), p, 9.
21




THE MAJOR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR THE ADOLESCENT
IN THE
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD: SUNDAY SCHOOL
A. Objectives
The Sunday School hour has been called the ’church at
study’ while the morning church service has been called the
church at ’study’,^ Too many times wrong concepts of the
objectives of the Sunday School hour are conceived and then
poor results follow. Both the teacher and the students need
to know the objectives in order to know what methods and tools
to use. The destination must be known. Not very many persons
would get on a train at random and pursue a journey that leads
to an unknown destination. One first inquires as to the desti¬
nation before boarding and if the person desires to reach
that particular place then he boards the train. If not, he
waits until there is a train going in the desired direction.
So it is with Christian Education in the Chruch School, we
must have objectives and means to reach those objectives,
^
. So You’re ^ Sunday School Teacher (Springfield,
Missouri: Godpel Publishing House, n.d,), p, 2,
25
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Statement of the Objective of Christian Education:
”The objective for Christian education is
that all persons be aware of God through his self¬
disclosure, especially his redeeming love as re¬
vealed in Jesus Christ, and that they respond in
faith and love~to the end that they may know who
they are and what their human situation means,
grow as sons of God rooted in the Christian
community, live in the Spirit of God in every re¬
lationship, fulfill their common discipleship in the
world, and abide in the Christian hope,"^
The way one interprets the objective of Christian edu¬
cation depends largely on one's theological position. How¬
ever, one interprets the objective of Christian education,
it must be agreed that it can serve at least three basic
functions:
Direction.—It can serve to give direction to material.
By setting goals there is something to work toward. The
curriculum committee of the Assemblies of God considers the
individual lesson goal as well as a definitely set unit
objective when developing the lesson series.
Employment.—The objective may be employed to serve as
a standard or measure to judge the short term goals that have
been set. Those who plan what is to be taught to the young
people can use the objective to test their goals to check
their worthiness for the class.
Evaluation.—The objective may serve as a means of
evaluating the curriculum that is used. The youth leader
may use his evaluation and decide just whether car not the
^Ray L. Henthorne, et, al,. The Church's Educational
Ministry: A Curriculum Plan (Anderson, Indiana: Warner Press
Inc., 1967) , pp. 7-8.
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3curriculum being used is the best available.
«
B. Curriculum
The curriculum that is offered to the young people in
the Assemblies of God is very Biblical. The effort is made
to take a Scripture lesson and then make the application to
the youth’s lives. How well this is accomplished is dependent
on the ability of the teen teacher. When the author was
younger and was a pupil in. a certain Sunday School, he felt
the lessons were so unrelevent to his life that it was pathetic.
Was it just him?' Unfortunately, No.
The majority of young people who atten d Sunday School
are not completely satisfied with it. The writer conducted
a survey in the summer of 1970 and the majority of those
young persons responding wanted more of a chance to talk with
the group leader rather than have to sit and listen to a lecture.
They noted that several times when discussions were allowed,
the teacher took an authoritarian approach, and thus infering,
”1 know all the answer*, just ask me." A big problem for
young folks is making the material taught really relevant to
them as individuals.
The Assemblies of God has always taken the Scriptures
and built the Sunday School lesson around them. The regular
lesson series are called 'Teen' and 'Hi-Teen'. They are ro¬
tated every few years. The rotation gives youth the opportunity
^Ibid.. pp. 8-9.
28
to go through the complete Bible in his Sunday School
experience. The purpose is to ground the young people
in the Bible,
There is an undated series of lessons. Many topics are
covered in these books. The class may take time out from using
a standardized lesson plan and use one of these books. This
does offer a break from the regular curriculum. And very often
this break is a welcome relief.
No matter what type of materials is provided it still
takes the skill of a spiritual teacher to communicate the
lessons. Perhaps, one word can be used as a guide for teaching
in the teen class: The word is 'Experimentation’,
The Assemblies of God feels that the Sunday School hour
is one of the most important times of the week. It is here
that the opportunity for the denomination exists to indoctri¬
nate their young people in the ways of Scripture,
C, Teachinq Experiments
Before the author proceeds to the topic of 'Teaching
Experiments', he would like to describe some of the experi¬
ences that he encountered in the first year of his Field
Education work.
The author had better start from the beginning: He be¬
came interested in Marietta First Assembly of God, Marietta,
Georgia, in mid-September of 1969, He was seeking a church of
his own denominational affiliation, and due to the locality
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of this church, decided to try it to see if he would be com¬
fortable worshiping and working there* Mr, James decided
in favor of the church.
By October of that year the Field Education class was
fully aware of its responsibilities. One requirement was to
teach a Sunday School class. This placed him in a very odd
circumstance as he had only been attending the church for two
weeks. Nevertheless, he made an appointment to speak to the
pastor and told him of his needs, Tbe pastor was friendly and
complied by allowing the author to work in the age group that
he wanted. The writer was still not known in the church.
When Sunday came he found that the regular teacher
already had an assistant, he would be a second assistant.
Two weeks later, the first assistant was drafted into the
Army leaving the author his position.
The writer might add here that the room the class had
been using prior to his coming was extremely small for the
group using it. After his first Sunday there, the writer
•suggested’ to the Sunday School superintendent that the
class might be moved to a larger room or area. The suggestion
was taken and today they are in a larger room.
In mid-November the teacher’s first assistant was drafted,
as previously stated. It was not until after he had gone'-
the author discovered the young people were bored with his style
of teaching. Apparently, all he did was to read from the Bible
and give an exhortation of what he had read. This might serve
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to show that mere sincerity on the part of teachers is not
enough. The talent of teaching must be learned and developed.
The teen-teacher told Mr, James that the feed-back that
she had received about him from his first lesson in the teen
class was really good. It was this feed-back that gave him
the idea for a periodic evaluation of his teaching methods
and visual-aids used.
Mr. James has concluded that one must have a personal
philosophy of Christian Education, His philosophy for
teaching youth is this; Young people want the truth pro¬
vided them by someone who is genuinely interested in them
and presented by various means to insure interest in the
material. The material must be relevent to their needs
and strike home to them and not necessarily to the teacher.
The writer has used many variant audio-visuals and
diverse methods. Among the aids used during the time at

















Seemingly, the class has enjoyed the lessons. In the
old classroom, the group could not have enjoyed many of the
various aids and methods employed.
The author instituted an experimental classroom situation
in Marietta. The young people thought it was tremendous; they
were made a more integral part of their lesson planning.
Some of the ideas that have been tried at Marietta First
Assembly of God are;
Team Teaching.--Team teaching is a remarkable and an
enjoyable experience. One way of team teaching is the alter¬
nating of teachers every other week. This method was employed
at Marietta. What made this method especially interesting to
all concerned was that the writer was teaching a completely
different course than the other teacher who stayed with the
quarterly.
Lesson Plans.—The youth class at Marietta was allowed
to elect the literature that the class members wanted to
study. It was felt that the students were capable of extra
lessons. The stipulation was made that the class study the
regular lesson quarterly, in addition to any weekly assign¬
ment that might be made, A change from the lesson quarterly
is suggested only where there is a teacher who has the time
to do the extra research and study required for this type
of lesson
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Contemporary Lesson.—An idea that was popular with the
young people in Marietta was the Contemporary Lesson. Here is
how it was done: One Sunday a month was used strictly for
’Teen Topics’, It was conducted by a teen or a panel of teens.
The topic, chosen by the class, was submitted one month prior
to the time that it was to be discussed to give adequate time
for preparation on both parts...that of the teacher and that
of the teens.
This gave opportunity to have outside speakers come in






The Youth Director is the teacher of future church
leaders. He must illustrate the responsibilities of leadership
in his life and in his service. His responsibility is no
less than that of the pastor. The areas of responsibility in
which the Youth Director must excel are:







The Youth Director must be able to relate well with the
young people as well as with the older people of the congre¬
gation. One thing that does not determine whether or not a
^H. W. Byrne, Christian Education for the Loca1 Church
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1965), pp, 106-109.
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person will make a good Youth Leader is one’s age. Age is not
the most important factor in deciding who will get the job as
Youth Director,
As never before in the history of the Assemblies of God,
churches are recognizing the need for giving assistance to the
pastors in the development of a -youth ministry within the
church. It is also recognized that the Youth Director, also
at times doubling as the Christian Education Director, needs
higher training than ever before due to the higher education
of the people with whom he works. Society is making-demands
for a higher quality of service than ever before. The Youth
Director should be a specialist in his field,
■
This type of work will appeal to many young people who
wish to work in the church b^it in another capacity than that
of a pastor or evangelist.
The personal qualifications of an Educational Director
as well as a Youth Director must meet high demands to satisfy
the standards that should be set by the churches.
Standing first and highest among the traits demanded
must be spirituality, Mr, Byrne lists the traits in Christian
Education for the Local Church,' His list of qualifications
is very sufficient:






















Audio-Visuals.—The Youth Director of a church of any
size should be an expert in the field of audio-visuals. He
should know what is available to his church workers. The
Youth Director must know how to obtain various audio-visual
supplies. He should know about the various civic groups and




Why should the Youth Director invest his time and interest
in audio-visuals? Teaching tools enrich the teaching method
used and insure correct methods for proper use,^ Audio-visual
materials make learning easier and more rapid. The lessons
become more interesting due to the variety. Audio-visuals
can add to the lesson. In several churches the Sunday School
hour is a dull period of wasted time. Audio-visuals can
add pupil participation to the lesson. Audio-visuals can add
incentive for action. They can make lessons more permanent.
Pictures are easier to remember than lofty philosophical
concepts.
One of the duties of the Educational Director or the
Youth Director in a church is to train the people in the use
of these aids. The average Assembly of God congregation will
not be able to have a Youth Director and an Educational Advisor,
Therefore, the duties of these two offices have been combined
in this paper.
One rule to follow is not to use more than a few "audio¬
visuals in a single session. Too many resources may get
between the teacher and the pupils instead of uniting and
assisting them in purposeful activities and experiences,"^
^Gene A, Getz, Audio-Visuals in the Church (Chicago:
Moody Press, 1966), p. 18.
^Ibid., pp, 39-41.
^Oscar J, Fumpf, The Use of Audio-Visuals in the Church
(Philadelphia; The Christian Education Press, 1958), p. 51.
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The wise Youth Director can use his ingenuity concerning
audio-visuals. There is no excuse for the lack of these
precious materials. The small church can make their own with
a little time and trouble. This is an investment that
definitely pays off in a long range plan of Christian Educatiion.
Class Methodology.—Class methodology is largely depen¬
dant first, on the teacher's ability to perform given methods
and secondly, on the acceptance of a particular method by the
pupils. Audio-visuals are the tools; methodology is concerned
with how these tools are handled in order to '.make a lesson
interesting as well as attractive.








IMPLEMENTATION OF GROUP ORGANIZATIONS
A, Youth Council
Most assuredly this idea is not original with the writer,
although he has never heard of a church using this type of
council. Lakeland First Assembly of God in Florida has one
of the best developed Master Calendars that the author has
ever seen. It is from this Calendar that the idea of a Youth
Council came to the writer. Where there are several youth
organizations in one church there must be a coordinating body.
Perhaps the reader is asking what relation the Master
Calendar has with the Youth Department. It is very simple.
While the writer was working in the Marietta church he employed
the idea of a Youth Council due to the many departments that
were concerned with youth programs. The Marietta young people
had the Sunday School, the Youth Choir, and the Christ’s
Ambassadors, These three departments presented the possibility
of three possible areas of conflict. By coordinating all




Here is the way the Youth Council was set into effect;
By means of listing the officers and their general duties,
the writer believes the reader will understand the means by
which the Council operated.
Office of the Pastor.—Generally speaking, the pastor
did not have the time to meet with the Council when the Council
met. His ministerial priorities placed him elsewhere. The
pastor was informed of all activities that the group was
planning. For the most part the pastor allowed the Youth
Director to take charge of the youth group. The minister's
place on the Council was one of a non-voting member, a patient
listener, and an official adviser. When the pastor was unable
to attend the Council's meetings it was the Youth Director's
obligation to inform the pastor of the Council's decisions.
Office of the Youth Director.—This member did not act
as a dictator but, rather, as a liason between the church
and the youth. The Youth Director suggested various things
for consideration by the Youth Council. The Director kept
ideas in line and saw that things decided by the Council were
carried out.
Office of the President .—The president of the Youth '
Council was an elected official from among the young people.
The Youth Director and the pastor considered several names,
and then, by a process of elimination, the number of the names
narrowed down to three. The names were made public. The young
people voted to make their choice for the president of the Council.
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The main duties of the president were to preside at
the business meetings when they were held. He was to carry
the meetings in proper form. He, like the Youth Director,
made suggestions as for things to do. The president took
the responsibility for seeing that the decisions of the Council
were accomplished. He was responsible for the planning of
fellowships and special efforts, and following through with
their execution.
Office of the Vice-President.—He was elected by the young
p>eople. He had the same qualifications as the president. In
case of emergencies he was capable of employment in ;the office
of the president.
His portfolio was to represent the Senior high/College
Teen Sunday School class. It was his responsibility to report
back to the department of the Council's actions.
Office of the Secretary.—»The secretary typed the reports
of the meetings of the Youth Council and distributed them to
the members of the Council, the pastor, and the board members
of the church.
The secretary also acted as representative to the Christ's
Ambassador department.
Office of the Treasurer .—The connotation of this office
was one of usuary value. The treasurer's responsibility was
the planning and the executing of projects for fund raising.
The money was put into a Youth Council checking accounting.
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The purpose of the Youth Council treasury was this: Each
department maintained its own treasury for its own private use.
There were occasions where financial difficulties were realized
by the departments. The various departments were allowed to
borrow up to ten dollars. This was the largest deficit that
the departments were allowed to have. The borrowing de¬
partment was given one month to pay back its debt, at a small
interest.
Office of the Representative.—The representative acted
as an ambassador of goodwill. He listened to the general
consensus of the church and make a monthly report to the Council.
His responsibility was primarily to the Junior High class and
the Youth Choir.
All of the members of the Council were representatives
of the young people. Each department had a person that gave
reports of their activities at the monthly business meeting
of the Council. Activities of the various groups were reported
to the Council. If the activities reported were accepted they
would be put on the Master Calendar.
The Youth Council met the teens' need for developing
leadership abilities and the need to plan their own activities.
It was through the Council that the young people at Marietta
First Assembly were assured of having a planned social regularly.
The Council aided in evaluating the quality of teaching that
the teens were given in the various youth groups in the church.
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Concluding, the purpose of the Council was to coordinate
and/ or plan and execute various activities of the youth. The
Council tried to interweave the youth into the full church
program.
B, Youth Choir ,
At the onset the author will explain how the Youth Choir
was initiated at Marietta First Assembly of God, where he had
the privilege of being the choir director in addition to his
regular duties at the church.
The writer can think of no more universal language than
that of music. The Youth Choir was organized in a fashicn that
it would attract young people to it. The choir that was de¬
veloped in Marietta, Georgia, was attracted several new mem¬
bers while the author was the choir director.
The Youth Choir was organized January 18, 1970. The
young people responded quite well. The choir had its trials
but gradually developed into a smooth running department. The
choir was started because Marietta had some young people who
liked to sing. The writer tried to encourage the young people
to join the existing Adult Choir; but they refused to join.
The reason for their refusal was due to the songs sung by the
Adult Choir, The hymns sung by the Adult Choir were of the
more liturgical type. The young people had not been exposed
to this kind of songs. Since January of 1970, the Youth Choir
has given many performances before the congregation. Recently,
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the Youth Choir had the opportunity to perforin at the Sal¬
vation Army Church in Marietta,
As a rule on Sunday mornings the young people sang from
the standard hymnal. The choir sang folk-hymns during the Sun¬
day night service. Sometimes during the Sunday morning service
they sang folk-hymns in order persons who would not normally
see and hear the folk-style of singing hymns could see and hear
them sung. Both style of songs had been accepted by the time
the author resigned as Youth Director on August 1, 1970,
Based upon the writer's experience and the suggestions
from K,K, Osbeck the following sample rehearsal can be planned;
A VJarm-up Session,—The warm-up is necessary. Its pur¬
pose is to serve in preparing the voice for the rehearsal.
Happy Hour,—The name is misleading. This was the time
set aside for the secretary to take the roll. It was during
this part of the choir rehearsal that the announcements were
made,
Practical Work,—The teaching of a new song was the
emphasis in this section of the rehearsal. The writer found
that it was best to follow the 'Happy Hour' with practical
work ,
Theory Work,—The writer discovered that the young people
in Marietta knew little of music theory. The author taught
music theory for fifteen minutes at a time. He found that it
was well received
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Review and Drill,--Review of old songs and drilling on
the trouble spots seemed to come as a welcome change of pase
as the author presented this portion of the choir rehearsal.
He found that constant review kept the songs fresh in the
minds of the young people.
Practice of Mechanical Aspects.—It is suggested that
the director practice marching to and from the choir loft,
standing and being seated together with his choir. The author’s
personal experience found that this was needed periodically.
Devotions.—The writer found that the choir needed a
brief devotional period. Although he cannot explain why, the
choir responded more readily to the songs. As he reflects
back to the rehearsals, he recalls that the young people could
associate the mechanics of rehearsal with the spiritual aspect
of practicing with a definite ministry in mind,
-Refreshments.--When refreshments were served the youth
participating in the choir had an opportunity for fellowship.
The Marietta Choir Director only served cookies and “Kool-Aid'
but this small token of gratitude on his part brought the choir
6
closer together.
The writer permitted the young people at Marietta to decide
for themselves the objectives they thought worthy of a Youth
Choir, The following are the objectives chosen:
To aid in unifying the Youth Department through the .Choir,
6k,K. Osbeck, The Ministry of Music (Grand Rapids: Zon-
dervan Publishing House, 1961), pp. 106-107,
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To provide an opportunity for participating in the
worship service.
To afford the older members of ;the congregation
opportunity to observe another positive project of the Youth
Department,
To provide another form of fellowship for the youth group.
The first rehearsal of the Youth Choir at Marietta was
conducted according to ^he following outline:
Outline
Prayer by a choir member
Explanation of the organization of the choir
Songs: The Numbers Song
Rehearsal
Materials: Piano
Record: Cliff Burrows and the Young People
Record Player
Songbookt: Ralph Carmicheal's He's Everything
to Me
Guitars
This section has not been a full discourse on managing a
choir. It has been prepared only to give ideas on how to
initiate a choir program in a church large enough to have one.
The author's intention is that the small church will see a
way to begin a youth ministry centered around the choir.
C, "Now Generation Club"
The 'Now Generation Club* is a take-off from the >
Assemblies of God's Christ Ambassadors, the national youth
47
organization of the denomination. The author's field education
work for September, 1970 to May, 1971 was at Aburidant Life
Assembly of God, Decatur, Georgia.
Before the writer continues, he had better explain for
the reader who may not be aware of what the Christ Ambassadors
They are similar to the Baptist's Girl's Auxiliary and
Royal Ambassadors combined. It is hoped the Christ Ambassadors
group will meet the spiritual, mental, physical, and social
aspects of a growing teen no matter in what Assembly of God
they may be found.
The actual age for membership in the Christ Ambassadors
is between twelve and thirty-five years of age. The Christ
Ambassadors meet regulary for a time of spiritual renewal and
fellowship. It is asked by the Assemblies of God national
headquarters that each youth group contribute to a Mission pro¬
ject that is called ' Speed-The^ight' once a month.
The Christ Ambassador's program is aimed at the very heart
of the youth. It is designed to capture the attention of young
people and make them desire to reach out and win others in
their high schools and in their local neighborhoods.
The author was asked by the president of the Christ
Ambassador group in Decatur, to evaluate the group and to make
suggestions. The first thing the author did was to call a
meeting of the officers to decide why they wanted a youth
fellowship, when it was to be held, where it was to be held,
and what it was to be called.
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The reason for keeping the Christ Ambassador meetings
was to hold the youth department together and to give some
form of fellowship to the youth. The youth group had little
recreation before September, The officers decided that they
wanted the meetings on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 P,M4.
at Abundant Life Assembly, The officers decided also, that the
Christ Ambassadors would be called the 'Now Generation Club',
The author's responsibility in the church was to make
a quarter of programs. He was to explain them to the officers
so that they could execute the plans. Finally, he was to teach
the local leaders to make programs of their own. He had two
problems while at this church. They were: Starting onutime
and getting everyone to come to the meetings. The writer
consulted Dr, Josephus R, Coan, his adviser in Field Education,
as to what made this church youth group differerlt from that
in Marietta, They arrived at the conclusion that Decatur, being
a part of Atlanta, offers more than a small church can give
when the church must compete with school affairs, apathetic
parents, and city magnetism with all of the civic events that
Atlanta has to offer.
As of January of 1971 the youth group had about fifteen
persons in attendance. The group was growing steadily. The
author believes one of the keys in gaining the solid membership
was through the untiring efforts in promoting every weekly ser¬
vice in an unusual way during the church service as well as those






This section concerns itself with the idea that the young
people should have a voice in the affairs of the church. This
idea does not mean the entire financial and business information,
but it does mean that when the youth of a church are to be
affected by a proposition before the board of the church, a
representative should be present to at least give an opinion
of how this proposition will be accepted by the young people.
Who this representative should be is a matter for discussion.
It should be someone relatively mature, enough to take the
resposibility seriously.
The author has met many young people who believe that this
representative should be an elected young person from among the
youth. They feel that if this idea is not feasible then the
pastor should select a *key’ young person to fill this position.
Practically all of the young people felt that they should be
allowed to give their side of the position. Surprisingly
enough, the majority of those interviewed felt that the Youth
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Director should be the official representative on the board.
They felt that since he is older than the youth he can communi¬
cate the feelings of the young people to the members of the
board and the pastor more effectively than the young people.
The young people said that, often, they felt ignored
when any business was transacted. The youth sensed that the
Youth Director is better able to listen to the heated dis¬
cussions of the business meetings without losing his faith in
the adults. In other words, the young people feel that what
happens at a board meeting is not their business unless it
concerns them. And where it does involve the youth of the
church they ask only to be heard. The youth said that if they
served as representative they would want the Youth Director
with them, and in most cases would prefer to attend only when
cases before the board are relevent to the youth.
The pastors the writer interviewed felt that a meeting
of the church board would be a disheartening experience unless
it was planned for the youth representative. Most of the
pastors of the Assemblies of God congregations believed in
having a youth representative. They were undecided as to
whether they could get a Youth Director on the board. Some
felt that if they could not have an official youth representative
that they would either appoint a board member to investigate
youth problems and desires of the youth of their church or have
the youth representative meet with the pastor later, after the
board meeting.
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If the Youth Director is not available the pastors felt
that the most appeasing solution to airing youth feelings was
to have a member appointed by the youth to represent them.
The appointed member would come periodically to the board
meetings and represent the youth.
The youth of the church feel that they should have an
active part of the administration policies of the local con¬
gregation of which they are members.
B. Recorded Message
The Recorded Message ministry sounds very strange and
seemingly doomed for failure. However novel this may appear,
it does work. The author knows of a young person who had a
very real experience with Christ through this ministry.
Cards are distributed by any means imaginable to the
public. The cards read, "What's up?" or "Hey Kids", in bold
print. There is a telephone number on the card that curious
people call. When the number is dialed, there is a recorded
message on the other end. It works on the same principle
as the answering service. The message starts off tbtally
unrelated to religious thought and by a few transitional words
and phrases the listener has been interested in a dispatch
that tells why Jesus Christ died for them.
At the end of the one-sided conversation the person is
asked to call another number if he or she is really interested
in knowing more. Upon dialing the caller is introduced to a
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•live’ person who asks if they would be interested in receiving
some literature to help explain in detail what salvation means.
The worker then receives the name and address of the caller
and mails the literature to them.
The second phone call is really a test to decide whether
or not a person is sincere. Usually at this point the caller
is genuinely susceptible to the gospel.
The recorded message is read by a young person and
possibly some might be written by the youth themselves. The
message changes every two or three weeks. Its duration is
between two and three minutes. Different young people could
take turns in receiving calls. Incidentally, a code name is
used in the recorded message so that the 'live’ young person
will know how to respond to the caller.
One or more youth groups might sponsor a program like
this .
C. Youth Ranch
Youth Ranch is arranged in the following order; Every
Tuesday night, for example, young people from every high school
and every church meet in a large vacated room with only mats
or blankets to sit on. The program begins with the song leader
conducting a folk song and then making his way into the
religious folk-hymns. At this point in the program a humorous
skit might be performed. A new hymn can be sung by a teen
group; followed by a brief sharp message with a chance for the
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young people to make a decision for Christ,
The only musical instruments needed are guitars, bass
fiddles, and maybe a drum. The simple modern decor is part
of the attractiveness to these high school youth. The music
books are mimeographed to provide local folk-hymns as well
as the more popular nationally recognized songs. The majority
of the young people will be church attenders and will be fami¬
liar with the songs and will be able to sing with the song
director.
The easy going atmosphere catches a non-Christian youth
off guard and before he realizes it, he has been presented the
plan of salvation by a high school football star or some other
top-notch youth or youth leader. This makes the teen realize
the sharpness of the Christian life. There is, of course, no
pressure made on the young person to make a decision for Christ.
Again, the pyschology used is the ’gang' approach. When
confronted with other young peers the youth is made to realize
that Christianity is not just for the sick and elderly but for
the here and now.
Soft drinks might be sold after the hourly meeting is over.
This is to encourage the young people to socialize. The more
they socialize the easier it will be for the Christian and non-
Christian to make friends from other schools. The 'Coke-break'
might make the difference as to whether or not one comes back
again.
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D, Public School Bible Club
The minister or Youth Director who overlooks this type
of ministry is erring. The Bible Club is held after hours in
the local public school. It is usually under a different name
to attract young people.
It was the author's privilege to initiate such a club for
a branch of the Youth For Christ of St. Petersburg, Florida.
He first went to the principal of his old high school to secure
permission to hold such a club. The writer had to find a room
and a day that was most agreeable to the majority of young people.
It was not easy to compete with football, cheerleader's practice,
and scores of other clubs. So the Youth For Christ Club had to
meet on Thursday, Even though this day was not the ideal
day to meet, the Club was in no position to argue.
Once the Club had the sanction of the principal, the room,
day and time, it had to provide sharp fast programs in which
the gospel was presented. In addition to being a club for all
Christians, the Youth for Christ Club also served as an evan¬
gelistic arm. Competition between the Bible Clubs at other
schools spurred the young people on to set and reach higher
goals concerning certain drives, membership attendance, finan¬
cial projects, and aiding in the local church.
For every school represented in one's youth department,
there is an opening at their school.to start a club. Not only
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will this be a way of getting the young people of the church
involved in another form of witnessing, but it will present
the church and program to the academic community.
The club met once every two weeks and was an hour in
length. It was successful for the author. The plan for the
Bible Club with some modifications can work in other high




The Youth Director must have more than just a burden and
an interest in youth. He must be able to counsel with them
in their personal problems. The Youth Director needs to have
experienced salvation and to be living a radiant consistant
Christian life. He heeds to have a real encompassing love
for the youth and be able to understand them.
The Youth Director must be founded in the Bible and
believe that it does have the answers for today's teens.
Since working with youth is very demanding on one's time
the director must be willing to give up a great deal of his
own leisure time. He must be willing to work hard for the
young people.
Faithfulness and dependability are two necessary
character traits that one should possess in order to lead
the youth properly. He should have a willingness to learn and
to take suggestions in stride. The Youth Director should be
aware of the total program of the church and take part in it.
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His duties include the helping of youth to plan
their program, being present at social functions, and
interpreting the needs of the youth to the pastor.^
The Youth Director is a man of leadership; people
respect him. If he would let them, many young people in
the congregation would come to him and unburden themselves
to him. Youth Directors usually feel inadequately prepared
to undertake such a challenge. The basic requirements are
a closed mouth, an open ear, and an understanding heart.
When talking to a teen with a problem who has come to
talk with the Youth Director, there are some common sense rules
which should be observed;
Never Violate a Confidence.--Violating a confidence is
to alienate oneself with virtually everyone. It is one
of the worst things that a Youth Director could do.
Do Mot Be Shocked By Anything You Hear.—If a young
person feels that he or she has startled the Youth Director or
upset the Cbunselor by anything that they have said this will
set into motion defense mechanisms. The youth will erect a wall
that will not be penetrable.
Do Not Pry By Asking Too Many Questions.f-Asking too many
questions will close a young person to one. Let the young
person open himself up, A youth may spend the whole evening
with the counselor never mentioning the true reason for his
^Zuck, o£^. cit.. pp, 283-290.
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being there, only to come at a later date to discuss the pro¬
blem that the youth came to field the counselor out on
previously,
Do_ Not Preachy.—The young person came to the Youth Director
because he or she felt that he would not preach to them nor
condemn them.
Do Not Criticize.--Do not criticize the young person in
any manner.
Do Not Expect Obvious Results Everytime.—The counselor
2
connot expect to see results everytime.
The above are ’common sense’ rules. No great scholastic
training is necessary to employ them. "Blessed is the church
that has qualified counselors." For the past three years the
author has actively worked as a counselor for the Assemblies
of God’s Youth Camp in Florida, He has had the privilege of
having young people approach him for counseling services.
As they talked and reasoned with themselves they often came to
their own conclusions. When one is counseling one must be care¬
ful not to over-indnlge in giving advice when it is not asked
for.
To be more academic, let us go further: There are two
basic approaches in counseling: Directive and Non-directive.
Directive counseling is geared too often by the interests of the
counselor. The need of the counselee is left for chance. Direct
^David C. Cook, Tested Ideas For Teachers of Teen-agers
(Elgin, Illinois: David C. Cook Publishing Co,, 1963), p. 26.
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questions, often leading questions, are sometimes very mis*'
leading and the problem is never touched,
Non-directed counseling takes another approach. This
style of counseling places the patient first and the counselor
second. There is an allowance for the counselor to ask questions
but the patient decides in which direction the conversation
will go.
Some general clinical steps to the counseling precedure
can be adhered to. The recipients, or potentials, will
appreciate the fact that the Youth Director has expressed
his interest in counseling.
Using the non-directive approach to counseling, the other
person or patient, must take the initiative in coming to the
counselor or the Youth Director,for the purposes of this paper.
Rapport may take several sessions or it may have already
been developed. Nevertheless, rapport must exist before the
teen will open himself or herself up to the counselor.
Some negative feelings and attitudes will be present.
These must be aired and alleviated, although not all will be,
before progression can be made to the opposite side of the
spectrum, that of positive feelings and attitudes.
As the patient freely expresses himself and releases
the tensions surrounding the problem and finally the problem
itself, he gains insights to himself. From this acquired in¬
sight and acceptance of himself the patient considers possible
courses of action to relieve himself of any guilt or damage
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done or both because of the problem.
The client takes minute steps in the action he has decided
to accomplish. The young person develops more confidence to-
ward himself and others and has a decreasing need for help.
There is a distinction between counseling and giving
advice;
"There is more to counseling than imparting
information or answering questions. There is
also more in counseling than giving advice.
Counseling is not telling a person what to do or
not to do,"
"What then is counseling? Counseling is
a responsive relationship arising from expressed
need to work through difficulties by means of ^
emotional understanding and growing responsibility."
Counseling covers all areas of a young person's life:
his work, his life's work or occupation, problems of faith,
problems concerning Christian living, public schools, companions,
amusements, marriages, and so forth.^
B. An Introduction to Teen Problems of Youth
In or^ Associated With
The Assemblies of Cod
Generation Gap,—Communications between young people and
the perents, and, many times, with the whole adult generation.
^Paul E. Johnson, Psychology of Pastoral Care (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1953), pp. 98-99,
"^Ibid., p, 73,
^Horner A, Kent, The Pastor and His Work (Chicago;
Moody Press, 1967), p. 290,
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is one source of confusion for the teen. Some factors that
seem to be basic to this 'communication gap' are the new
changes in social customs such as codes of etiquette, manners,
and fads of speech and clothing. Communications fail on both
sides due to the fact that parents and youth are not willing
6
to accept each other as they are.
It is important to the youth to be a part of their peer
society, Christian leaders know that they cannot totally allow
their youth to conform to every whim of social changes but the
young person will adjust himself to the change he knows is
necessary for acceptance in the church as well as the peer
society. Some people have taken the Scripture, 'Ye are a
peculiar people,' too literally. To be an oddity is not to
be spiritual; to dress and act in an antiquated manner proves
no great mystical union with the divine, only a fear of accepting
the present. Youth desire to independent of parental control
although, subconsciously, they know that they are not ready to
7
assume full responsibilities given to adults.
Inconsistancy on the part of parents causes confusion to
the young persons. On certain occasions young people are con¬
sidered children and are expected to act as children. At other
times the youth are considered adults and had better act as
^Claude D, Buxton, Psychology; A First Course (New York;
Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1960), pp. 82-83.
^Henry Clay Lindgren, Psychology of Personal and Social
Adjustment (New York; American Book Company, 1965), p, 10,
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adults. This transitional period does cause concern.
Peer Acceptance; Popularity.«~Younq people have a
desparate need for acceptance. They have "a compassion for
g
popularity," A young person may be compared to Linus in
Charles Schulz's popular 'Peanuts' comic strip with the blanket
representative of the security formed by youth in other teens.
Why do young people need the company of peers? Why do the
Assemblies of God youth often prefer it? The survey shows
that many times the churches have been too quick to condemn and
have not taken the time to work with the youth. The kids re¬
sort to peer company, saved or not for the common bonds that
link every teen: Age and interests. The results of the sur¬
vey taken at Camp Alafia in Florida in 1970 paralled a state¬
ment made by Mr. Buxton. He implied that the youth are gre¬
garious toward peers; isolated from adults for fear of negative
attitudes. He feels that the adults have given this negative
attitude to the teens and that they are aware of these feelings
Kiany times the youth will put up a front of indifference.
According to Buxton the youth that portray a tough, indifferent
person who have a "don't give a hang" attitude about what people
think of them, are the very ones craving attention, acceptance,
and praise. Compare the individual or group of young people
^Clyde Narramore, Understanding and Guiding Teenagers
(Grand Papids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1965), p. 10.
^^Buxton, op. cit., p. 236,
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with their "flower-power" who say that they "love everybody,"
In reality they do not, and their dislike is clearly recognized
as old-fashioned hatred. Both groups of young people need
help and can be helped,
Although the degree of substitution varies, the youth’s
peer group becomes a substitute for parental control,The
Assemblies of God has very good programs. If they were ad¬
ministered properly at the local level the local Assembly
could draw kids into their peer group. The programs would
meet a need that.youth have while presenting them with the
Gospel of Christ, This action also helps in keeping them linked
with the churches.
Young people gradually learn that they must accept others.
As they learn to accept others, it is a sign that they are
progressing in their process of maturation.
Bashful ness .—The Youth Leader should know that most
teens are basically bashful due to a lowered self-esteem.^'^
Often this lowered self-esteem is developed by the youth's
attempt to prove to himself that he can function as an adult.
Failure to do so causes personal embarrassment resulting in
^^Ibid., pp, 554-555,
^^Ernest W, Burgess, The Family (New York: American
Book Company, 1963) , p, 210,
13Lindgren, cit.. pp. 502-503,
^^Buxton, op. cit., p. 456,
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what psychologists call the lowered self-esteem.
Shyness is due to a feeling of inferiority caused by one
or many factors. Most teens suffer from inferiority. Inferiority
is sometimes hidden behind a mask of self-assurance. It is a
concern in the Sunday School class and other church-related
events. The church needs to involve its youth. If the church
does not, the young people feel rejected. The youth will
seldom volunteer.much in class due to the feelings of inferiority.
This fact may be seen in heated arguments where only rarely
do the disputes involve more than two-thirds of the class.
Sex.—Another acute source of problems with all young
people is sex. The Assemblies of God as a denomination has
made no public statement about the teenager and sex. By sex,
the writer means its fullest implications..from masturbation,
homosexuality, to extra-marital relations. The author's pro¬
posal is that the denomination take a public stand on these
issues. Young people do not need a dogmatic statement stating
that something is wrong, they want to know why. Young people
are not so much against something being off limits if there
is a good solid explanation as to why.





EXPECTATIONS OF THE RESULTS
IF THE PROJECT ESSAY IS IMPLE^^ENTED
The proposals in this paper are not for all churches.
The proposals are only ideas that do work in some churches.
The reader must glean for himself what he can use. The author
has tried to avoid any dogmatic statements concerning organization
because he was aware of the differences in localities and
people. Rules for one area may not work in another area.
Mr, James has tried not to leave voids. Where he has
taken, he has replaced. Let it be said of this report that
the author has sown ideas to win young people to Christ and
to keep them for Christ, It is recognizably true that too
often critical remarks are cheaply made with nothing substantial
to fill the vacancies created. It takes no deep thinking to
criticize. Therefore, he would advocate no criticism by any
responsible leader without some proposal for improvement.^
The author believes that the Assemblies of God have very
good programs. Together with the suggestions in this report the
^David H.C, Read, Holy Common Sense (Nashville; Abing¬
don Press, 1968), pp. 40-41.
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programs will aid in. keeping those young people the Assemblies of
God have and bring in the youth that have not had the oppor¬
tunity that the Assemblies of God youth have had.
Men and women need God as never before. The young people
are not excluded. The church must return to its fervor in
trying to win souls for Jesus, using the precepts that He
taught as well as of His Apostles, Too long people have sat
in their lined pews without having their spiritual needs met.
The most trustful manner of winning and keeping young
people is "telling it like it is". Too many sermons preached
in the churches are obtained from a newscast or commentary.
A minister who preaches 'canned* sermons is only alienating
the youth from the whole church. People often do not stop to
realize that it is the minister and not the whole church.
This kind of church adds to the job of the Youth Director.
God is being sought by young people in their activities,
God is real and people can experience Him,. Salvation through
Christ is the real thing. The redemption that must be pre¬
sented to youth must be seen as immediate and future, Christians
work toward the goal of being with Christ in heaven. The
Christian is saved from Hell, being saved, and will eventually
be eternally saved,
Pentecostals must go further. They must preach total
commitment to Jesus Christ. The Scriptures teach; "No man
Hazen G. Werner, No Saints Suddenly (Nashville:
Abingdon Press, 1963), p, 68,
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can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon," ^ "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,The spiritual
secret of men like Hudson Taylor, Dwight Moody, Billy Sunday,
and Billy Graham, and scores more is the fact that they have
made a total unquestioned commitment to Jesus Christ, How few
of the Lord’s people have seen the necessity of making Christ
their Lord, The truth.is either Christ is Lord of all one's
life or He is not Lord of any part of it,^
"Man is not an automaton"^ that can be compared to a
computer. How easy it would be to program religion for him,
Man must make up his own feeble mind to do that which he desires
to do.
Moving into the realm of the spiritual worship let us
recall that the young people will suffer from the thought of
imperfection. They need to be taught the principles in
Galatians and John in his letters. Sin in us does not have
>- %latthew 6:24,
^Acts 16:31,
^Howard Taylor, Hudson Taylor's Spiritual Secrets
(Philadelphia: China Inland Mission, 1935), p. 161.
^Aldous Huxley, Br^x^e rJew World Revisited (New York:
Harper S Row Publishers, 1965), p. 21,
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the mastery, "it is one thing for sin to live in us: it is
another for us to live in sin,"^
To summarize; Modernization of the church to the ex¬
tent that the spiritual needs of man are forgotten is a trick
8
of the devil. The reason the church can expect to see a
dropping out of people is because the Bible's prophecy candidly
declares that this dropping out is a necessary event before
g
the Day of Christ,
Narramore sums everything up for the Youth Directors;
With everything else working properly in the church, our
"greatest resource is prayer,"^®
7
John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied
(Grand Rapids; Wm, B, Eerdmans Publishing Co,, 1965), p, 145,
^Edward M, Bounds, Satan (Grand Rapids; Baker Book
House, 1963), pp, 42-65,
II Thessalonuans 2;3,
10
Narramore, op. cit,. p, 44
APPENDIX
APPENDIX
RESULTS OF YOUTH SURVEY
1, What church programs have kept you interested in
church?
The replies given most often were; Christ Ambassador’s,
Sunday School, and choir,
2, From all of the adults who have worked with you
since you were twelve years of age in any religious' organi¬
zations—Sunday School teachers, etc, select one or two who
have meant the most to you and have helped you most in your
religious’ development. What was it about this person
(these persons) that made him/her such a good worker with youth?
The replies given most were; Sincerity, One who under¬
stands the kids and the problems, the youth workers were not
fake.
3, In your estimation where do workers with young
people fall down frequently?
The replies given most often were; Too much condemning,
preaching at the young person as if the adult worker had never
done anything wrong. Acting as if "we were little kids and
judging us by adult- standards,"
4, Are you personally interested in seeing the church
improve?
All of the answers were; Yes,
5, If it were possible financially, would you attend an






6, Do you feel that kissing is alright?
100% Yes
7, Is smoking a sin?
100% Yes (to them)
8, Do you feel obligated to fight for your country?
60% Yes
40% No (This was conditional. The young people said
that they would not fight in an unfair war as the Viet-Nam,War)




Answers were variant: ’’Drunk”, ’’Circumstances”, ’’liked
it”, to ’’stupid”,
11, Was this after you professed to be a Christian?
100% No (not after a genuine experience)
12, Is drinking alright if one does not get drunk?
100% No
13, Do you dance?
20% Yes
80% No
14, Are you happy most of the time?
100% Yes
15, Name three types of music that you really Ikie?
tost Popular: Rock and Roll (popular rock)
Heavy Acid Rock (contemporary rock)
Folk Music
Religious (only 20% put this down. Even
then it was third phoice)




17, Do both of your parents love you?
8095 Yes
2095 No
18, Have you taken drugs recently? (one month prior to
this test)
100% No
19, Have you ever taken drugs?
4095 Yes
60% No
20, Do you wish that you could be like someone else?
40% Yes
60% No
21, Have you ever seriously considered suicide?
8% Yes
2% have thought it would be nice to be dead
90% No
22, What type of Sunday School lessons do you like?
Some of the respnses were: Bible study courses. Problems
of today, ’lots of discussion', one-half hour on the written
lesson and one-half an hour in class discussion.
23, How would you improve your Christ Ambassador's
group?
I lore discussions, better programs, planned programs,
Christ Ambassador leaders that know what they are doing. Most
of the young people responding on the test said that they did
not know how to improve the meetings but that they were boring
the way they had been handled,24,How would you improve the Youth Camp?
Revise the rules on holding hands.
Improve the recreational facilities.
Cut out one of the classes.
Get a new cook.
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25, Should sex education be taught by the Church?
80% Yes
20% No (interestingly enough, the majority of the teens
that voted no had not engaged in sexual intercourse.)
26, Is religion very real to you?
80% Yes
20% No








29, How can the church be made to be more interesting
to young people?
The replies included; Get the present young people
to be more friendly, more youth activities, more relevent ser¬
mons, quit cutting down young people, honest person to deal
with the youth and their problems.
30, What do you and your parents disagree the most
about?
The way leisure time is spent. Friends, Rights, Nightly
curfew, telephone time, allowances,




32, Are your feelings easily hurt?
40% Yes
50% No
10% depends on the person who does the insulting.
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33, Do you tire easily?
100% No




35, I like long hair,
100% Yes
36, Define 'long'.
Most of the answers were: over the ears and to the edge
of the shirt collar on fellows, down the shoulders on girls.
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